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The contributions are all short; I specifically requested this, in order to balance 

as many voices as I could. Each, however, also points towards practical discussions 

on what we should study and research, how pedagogy might develop, what 

recruitment might need to look like, how public engagement might need to change. I 

look forward to the discussions I hope will ensue as a consequence, and am open to 

anyone who wants to take these up in the Bulletin. 

At the start of 2022, TAPA opened the latest edition with a series of essays 

reflecting on the nature and future of Classics as a discipline.5 The contributions 

cover very similar topics. In this time of great global change, it seems hardly 

coincidental that I was already planning this edition of the CUCD Bulletin when the 

TAPA edition came out. How do we ensure that our education system is fit for 

purpose, and what is the role of Classics in this? With limited jobs and the problems 

of precarity, what role does education in Classics play in people’s working lifecycle? 

How have the constraints and changes in practice precipitated by the pandemic 

affected Classics, and how might these be positively harnessed? These are important 

questions, and I hope the essays both there and here encourage people to address 

them. 

2. Classical Studies at the University of Lincoln 

Graham Barrett, Senior Lecturer in Late Antiquity, Joint Programme Leader for 

Classical Studies 

Classical Studies at the University of Lincoln began in 2018, when Jamie Wood, 

Lacey Wallace, and I designed a new undergraduate degree programme to sit within 

the School of History and Heritage (now the School of Humanities and Heritage) in 

the College of Arts. At a time when the discipline of Classics faces closures of and 

cuts to even long-established departments, we believed that there was an opening in 

5 https://muse.jhu.edu/issue/47711
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the sector for a new course for two reasons. Outside of the Russell Group 

universities, and particularly amongst the post-1992 institutions, Classics or Classical 

Studies and Ancient History have a limited presence, yet there are many students 

from non-traditional university backgrounds with a real interest in Antiquity who 

would pursue it in a context which they felt was accessible to them. Lincoln 

(Lindum) is also a natural home for Roman history, since its foundation as a 

legionary fortress in the mid-first century AD and subsequent development are 

reflected in surviving remains, including the north gate (Newport Arch) and nearby 

reservoir, the forum and adjacent basilica wall, one of the postern gates, and 

substantial sections of the wall circuits for both the upper and lower colonia. The 

county museum (The Collection) is built over a late Roman townhouse, and the 

Brayford Pool, where the University of Lincoln has been based since 1996, served as 

the Roman port. A walk from the train station to the campus passes the eleventh-

century church of Saint Mary-le-Wigford, where a unique Anglo-Saxon reuse of a 

Roman tombstone as a dedication stone is mounted on the west tower (RIB 262). We 

admitted our first cohort of eight students in 2018, and we are expecting thirty 

students to join us in 2022; this growth has enabled us to retain a specialist subject 

librarian, Hope Williard, to take on two permanent members of staff, Giustina Monti 

and Michael Wuk, as well as to make two fixed-term appointments, of Cosetta 

Cadau and Thea Lawrence, all of whom share credit for the success of our 

programme. 

From the beginning, Classical Studies at Lincoln was intended as a standalone 

degree, offering a full complement of modules in the history, art, archaeology, 

literature, and languages of the Greek and Roman worlds over three years of study. 

At the same time, acknowledging staffing limitations, it was also designed to fit 

within a larger and more diverse department, turning a weakness into a strength by 

incorporating modules on the reception and transformation of the Classics in the 

medieval, early modern, and modern periods delivered by colleagues in History, Art 
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History, English, Philosophy, and Conservation. By requiring that students take a 

minimum of three-quarters of their credits per year in core Classical Studies 

modules, the coherence and integrity of the programme are preserved while 

allowing for a wide range of pathways through it, and in effect gaining additional 

staffing from other subject areas. The demographic profile of our students is such 

that, while they share a keen interest in Antiquity, the majority have not had the 

opportunity to take Classical Civilisation at A-Level, or to study Greek or Latin 

language at school. We therefore pitch the first year as not a ‘foundation year’ but a 

common year of core introductory modules, surveys of Greek and Roman history, 

Classical art, archaeology, and literature, and ancient mythology which provide a 

solid basis, shared across each cohort, for more specialised studies at upper years. 

When creating the degree, we also felt strongly that languages should be tackled 

head-on and embedded in the first year: every student takes one semester of Latin ab 

initio, with the choice of opting out thereafter or of continuing on and adding Greek 

from second year. There is no question that this presents the major staffing challenge 

of the programme, and is the subject of frequent enquiries by anxious prospective 

students, but even one semester of Latin study can be an invaluable primer for 

understanding the patterns of thought and expression of the inhabitants of the 

ancient world, or unlock an inner love of language. 

The greatest asset of Classical Studies at Lincoln has been its youth, which has 

given us a free hand to make changes in consultation with our small but growing 

community of students and in dialogue with our external examiners. One innovation 

has been to maximise the opportunity for taking language options by decoupling 

them from the normal year progression: students can continue with or pick up 

elementary, intermediate, or advanced Latin or Greek at any point in their studies, 

depending on when their interest (or self-confidence) develops. Another important 

dynamic has been to lean into directions of positive engagement: we created a first-

year Ancient Mythology survey and a third-year Greek and Roman drama seminar 
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specifically in response to students expressing that these topics were what first drew 

them to Antiquity, while we have doubled down on our ‘Classics in Context’ 

modules delivered in the style of Oxbridge tutorials because students have indicated 

a desire for more of this mode of learning. Being ecumenical about what can 

constitute a Classical Studies module has been a necessity of circumstance, but also a 

real source of enrichment, as students have gained perspective from Queering the 

Past, a team-taught module run by colleagues in History and Film and Media, or 

transferable experience from Curatorial Practice, an introduction to exhibition design 

offered by colleagues in Art History and Heritage. As our students come to us from 

different backgrounds, and often do not arrive with definite plans for their careers, it 

is essential that they be able to chart their own course through the programme and 

make it their degree, and to this end we have also developed a range of ‘directed 

study’ modules at second and third year which serve as a platform for independent 

or work study. For a marker of the success of our collective efforts since 2018, I 

would point not to NSS or REF scores or league tables but to the Classics Society 

created and run entirely by our students on their own initiative; and as a sign of our 

future trajectory, I would cite the launch this autumn of a Lincoln branch of the 

Classical Association, to provide a forum for consolidating the presence of Classics 

in Lincolnshire. 

3. Teaching Latin ab initio at Lincoln: Reflections from a Post-1992 

University 

Michael Wuk, Senior Classical Languages Tutor 

Le latin est mort, vive le latin! 

For so long the bedrock of Classical education in the United Kingdom, the teaching 

of Latin has undergone a change over the past decades. The language is no longer 

predominantly the domain of privately-educated gentlemen, who as children were 


