
 
 
Abstract 
Theoretical Currents II: Architecture and its Geographical Horizons 

Edge Condition  

The construction of the separation barrier in The West Bank has had an enormous impact on the day-to-
day lives of Palestinians in Qalqilia, a town bordering Israel. Once described as ‘The West Bank’s Fruit 
Basket,’ serving Israel and the West Bank as an affluent market town, the people of Qalqilia are now 
geographically cut off from their farms, schools, universities, places of work, medical care, friends and 
family   

Qalqilia is unique to the West Bank, in that the separation barrier surrounding the town is made entirely 
of concrete sections, with no fences allowing views of the landscape. It is a Palestinian policed city, with 
one entrance and exit, guarded by Israeli soldiers. The road leading in to the town is often closed, or 
blocked causing traffic congestion             

The negative chain reaction that has resulted from the construction of the wall can be seen in the visual 
interruption of the landscape, the sharp rise in unemployment, shop closures and the shrinking market 
size  

This paper explores the construction of the wall, documenting the structures and defence mechanisms. 
The networks and the logistics of occupation and disruption are visually represented with 
diagrammatical maps and collages. The work expresses the negative chain reaction the wall has had on 
individual’s lives in Qalqilia, including the farmer’s separation from their land and the shrinking of The 
West Bank 
 


