














D A V I D  
C L A E R B O U T

02. (Belgium)
++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A short film is shown (seemingly) on 
a loop in the gallery. �e plot, loosely 
based on Godard’s Le Mépris, revels in 
observation and superficiality. On 
repeated viewings the true subject of the 
film emerges, a study of light, with the 
background becoming the foreground. 
Bordeaux Piece is made up of 69 near 
identical short films or chapters, filmed 
through di�erent times of the day. 
David Claerbout’s epic 13 hour 40 
minutes film is played in the gallery in 
real time; a visit at midday would see 

Rem Koolhaas’ Maison à Bordeaux 
flooded in noon’s light, whilst an 
evening viewing reveals the action 
bathed in sumptuous twilight. 

Each chapter reveals subtle changes, 
like the tide’s ebb and flow, 
depositing something di�erent on 
the shore. �e observant viewer is 
rewarded by minor deviations such 
as when a previously seamless 
tracking crane shot in other chapters 
starts to gently wobble as it is caught 
by gusts of wind or by variance of 
actor’s inflections across di�erent 
takes. �e copy here is not identical 
and the conventional cinema 
audience’s expectations of 
traditional, straightforward narrative 
and dramatic e�ect are eschewed. 
�e viewer’s attention must 
be heightened. 

Bordeaux Piece could be seen as an 
equivalent to the chapter from Italo 
Calvino’s If on a winter’s night a 
traveller which the reader character 
discovers endlessly repeats itself. Is it 
possible that if the reader in Calvino’s 
story had kept reading, instead of 
returning the book to the shop, that 
the subtle nuances of transformation 
and di�erence seen in Claerbout’s 
work would have transpired? (AB)

Arti�: UnSpooling
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Bordeaux Piece
Single channel video proje�ion, colour, stereo over headphones and speakers, [Running time is gallery opening hours]
2004. Courtesy of the artist and galleries Hauser & Wirth, Yvon Lambert, Micheline Szwajcer
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