
2018 FACE Annual Conference 
4-6 July 2018 University of Worcester

Transformative Higher Education – Access, Inclusion & Lifelong Learning

Abstract 

TITLE

THEMES Transformation - Innovation and challenging approaches to widening participation in HE 
Access - Reaching wider: best practice in collaborative outreach and HE success 
Inclusion - Towards an inclusive HE system with opportunities for all
Lifelong Learning - Institutional, National and International policy, practice and research in 
flexible HE learning

LEAD PRESENTER NAME

EMAIL

CONTACT TEL.

OTHER 
PRESENTERS/
AUTHORS

INSTITUTION

SUMMARY (No 
more than 400 
words please)
REMINDER: 
Please try to avoid 
using acronyms 
and technical 
terminology 

PROPOSED 
FORMAT

KEYWORDS 
(maximum 6)


	Full Name: Jen Johnson
	email: jjohnson@lincoln.ac.uk
	Telephone number: 01522 835599
	Other Presenters: Dr Rachel Spacey
	Title: Understanding the impact of financial support on the experiences of university students with a disability, health condition or learning difference
	ABSTRACT: We will present findings from an evaluation of financial support on students with disabilities using the Office for Fair Access (OFFA) endorsed toolkit in relation to access, support and retention at a post-1992 university in England. OFFA was set up under the Higher Education Act 2004 to ensure that the introduction of higher tuition fees in 2006/07 did not deter entrants to Higher Education (HE) and that Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) were committed to widening participation to previously under-represented and disadvantaged groups. OFFA approves and monitors annual Access Agreements (AAs) in which a HEI sets out its tuition fees and plans to “sustain or improve access, student success and progression” (OFFA, 2018). The Act also required HEIs to “dedicate a proportion of their tuition fee income from 2006 onwards to providing means-tested bursaries" (Harrison et al., 2018). An evaluation project was set up at a post-1992 university to evaluate the effectiveness of financial support including means-tested bursaries on students with a disability, health condition or learning difference.  University students with disabilities often encounter greater barriers to learning and are at greater risk of poor academic performance than their peers (Reed et al., 2015). From 2016, following changes to Disabled Students’ Allowances (DSAs), HE providers are expected to play an increasing role in supporting students with a disability. At this HEI, for example, £150k was set aside in 2016/17 to support students who previously would have been able to access DSAs. The project utilises an OFFA endorsed statistical model published by Sheffield Hallam University to evaluate the effectiveness of HEIs financial support packages (McCaig et al., 2016). The model consists of binary logistic regression analysis of HESA (Higher Education Statistics Agency) and SLC (Student Loans Company) datasets and is accompanied by survey and interview questions (ibid.). Following analysis of the available HESA compiled institutional datasets, a questionnaire in Qualtrics was disseminated to students in receipt of an institutional scholarship; a means-tested bursary for students with a parental household income below £40k in 2016/17; and other financial support provided by the university. Focus groups were also held with students with a disability from this cohort where issues such as eligibility criterion and disclosure (Kendall, 2016) were explored.Our presentation will draw on selected findings from this evaluation to explore the impact of financial support on students with disabilities in relation to access, support and retention. ReferencesHarrison, N., Davies, S., Harris, R. and Waller, R. (2018) Access, participation and capabilities: theorising the contribution of university bursaries to students’ well-being, flourishing and success. Cambridge Journal of Education, doi:10.1080/0305764X.2017.1401586  Kendall, L. (2016) Higher education and disability: Exploring student experiences, Cogent Education, 3(1), doi: 10.1080/2331186X.2016.1256142McCaig, C., Harrison, N., Mountford-Zimdars, A., Moore, D., Maylor, U., Stevenson, J., Ertle, H. and Carasso, H. (2016) Closing the gap: understanding the impact of institutional financial support on student success. Project Report. Bristol: Office for Fair Access. Available at: https://www.offa.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/Closing-the-gap-understanding-the-impact-of-institutional-financial-support-on-student-success.pdf  [Accessed 20 Feb. 2018]Office for Fair Access (2018). About OFFA - OFFA. [online] Available at: https://www.offa.org.uk/about/ [Accessed 15 Feb. 2018].Reed, M. J., Kennett, D. J. and Emond, M (2015) The influence of reasons for attending university on university experience: A comparison between students with and without disabilities. Active Learning in Higher Education, 16(3), pp.225-236.
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